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Project Narrative: Historical Significance and Value to the Community 
The Gloucester Writers Center, founded in 2010 to preserve the late poet Vincent 
Ferrini’s home and open a center for the literary arts in honor of Ferrini and his good 
friend Charles Olson, requests financing for work to be done to ensure the structural and 
historic integrity of 126 East Main St.  
This small home on the corner of East Main Street and Caledonia place was originally 
built in 1890 and used as a general store by Adolf Voss. The poet Ferrini bought the 
house in 1948 and lived and wrote in it for over 60 years until his death in 2007. His 
friend Charles Olson visited East Gloucester in 1949 to meet Ferrini in response to 
reading his poem This House.   Olson cemented his relationship with Ferrini for history in 
Letter Five of the famed Maximus poems. For decades this small place was a mecca for 
writers and artists from all over the country. Because of its literary history the house was 
placed on the National Register of the East Gloucester Historical District on April 26, 
1996.  
In April of 2010, Unitarian Universalist minister, writer, and historian, Paul Sawyer, 
made a dying wish that Ferrini’s home be turned into a writer’s center so that “ in fifty 
years time, when we are gone, it will still be going strong for writers on Cape Ann and 
beyond.” Paul died of pancreatic cancer in June of 2010 knowing that over 200 people 
had made donations, large and small, from all over the country, and that 126 East Main 
Street had been purchased and incorporated as the Gloucester Writers Center (GWC). In 
September of 2010 Mayor Carolyn Kirk proclaimed Ferrini and Olson as the honorary 
poet laureates of Gloucester because “both served as mentors for generations of writers 
and poets who have come to our city.” 
Preserving and enhancing the Ferrini home has been vital to the successful growth of 
GWC and the enactment of its mission to preserve, promote, and celebrate Cape Ann’s 
rich literary legacy and to ensure that diverse voices are heard through writing and the 
arts. We continue to use the space for writing and hospitality for writers and all in the 
community interested in writing through our literary readings, community education 
programs, writer-in-residence program, and by making available original work by authors 
from the local community and beyond. We offer free workshops for underserved 
members of Cape Ann who are interested in developing a writing practice. This includes 
our class for women of limited means A Group of One’s Own which has been ongoing for 
almost 4 years; a group entitled Mining the Hat for people who participate in our regular 
Open Mics; and the Writing Group for Veterans, a collaboration between the Gloucester 
Office of Veteran’s Services and The Gloucester Writers Center. We also mentor high 
school students in essay writing and host poetry workshops for elementary students.  
The community of Cape Ann has a deep literary history and one of the goals of the 
Community Development Plan for Gloucester, 2001 is stated as supporting Gloucester’s 
arts and cultural community by integrating the arts and culture into the life of the 
community. The Gloucester Writers Center has managed to do this through the following 
accomplishments: 
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The GWC has brought over 200 writers, well known and emerging, to read and 
discuss their work with the community at 126 East Main Street and in larger spaces as 
needed. Thousands of people have attended GWC’s readings since our first event with 
author and NPR contributor Sandy Tolan in August of 2010.    

We have held hundreds of regular events for the community including the 
Poets About Town series with poet laureate Rufus Collinson, Open Mic Nights with 
Amanda Cook and the Staged Ten Minute Play Readings productions from M. Lynda 
Robinson’s ongoing courses. 
 We support a robust writers-in-residence program for visiting writers from 
around the world who come to Gloucester to write and share their work with the 
community.  Thirty-six writers have participated to date and the body of work created 
during these visits is growing. Recently British author Iain Sinclair talked about his stay 
in his latest book, American Smoke, and Japanese writer Yorio Hiraino stayed at GWC in 
September using his time to research T.S. Eliot’s boyhood in Gloucester as well as 
present a lecture on Charles Olson. 

The GWC offers numerous education classes, workshops, and ongoing groups 
to the public at large, including free classes offered to underserved populations.  No one 
is turned away from our events for lack of funds. For one group alone over 200 classes 
have been held.  “A Group of One’s Own”, a class for women of limited means, has met 
weekly for almost four years.  Our newest group, the Writing Group for Veterans, is co-
sponsored with the Gloucester Office of Veterans Services and is open to all veterans and 
members of their families. 

 We bring writers of international note to Gloucester to deliver the Annual 
Charles Olson Lecture in collaboration with the Olson Society and the Cape Ann 
Museum. This past October’s lecture by the late poet activist Amiri Baraka was a 
highlight. 

We celebrated the Vincent Ferrini Centenary in June of 2013 at the Cape Ann 
Museum with special events including presenting a panel entitled Holy Local: Vincent 
Ferrini’s Literary Legacy featured eight scholars and writers focused on new and 
ongoing scholarship on Ferrini’s work.  We hosted an evening gala on June 22, 2013 with 
a cabaret show and buffet on the dock of Maritime Gloucester to launch the new book 
Incredible Dancer, Poems from Vincent Ferrini to His Friends on Cape Ann.   With over 
50 volunteers and 250 guests, the evening raised $25,000 for the GWC. In addition to 
Ferrini’s book, published material for the Centenary included two broadsides  written by 
Ammiel Alcalay in conjunction with the CUNY Poetics Document Initiative that 
examined the impact and history of Ferrini’s work. 

We’e continuing to develop the Digital Community Archives Program: 
Expanding GWC’s audience locally and globally through the use of the internet, and 
documenting events for the archives is recording our oral history today for the future.  
Using social media for ongoing dialogue and community building we continue to inform 
our readers through our web-site, weekly blasts, podcasts, recordings, cable shows, online 
blogs and developing our capacity to publish works online and in print. 
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Improving the neighborhood around 126 East Main Street through landscaping 
(including the strip between Caledonia place and Richdale’s) planting trees, installing 
sculpture by Gloucester artist Martin Ray, putting in lighting and installing decorative 
planters in front of the building, all with help from volunteers, the Civic and Garden 
Council, Wolf Hill Garden Supply, Elise Jillsom and Tucker Smith Gardening, Ark Land 
Works, David Adams Tree Work to name a few. 
The intimate nature of the building, the location in the heart of East Gloucester, and most 
of all the historical use of the building as a cultural resource has brought significant 
attention to 126 East Main Street. Aspiring writers from diverse backgrounds and ages 
express comfort in the intimacy and simplicity of the building.  As MacArthur Genius 
award winner Ed Sanders said: 

 The Gloucester Writers Center was very inspirational. There is something about 
that set of rooms, the Center, that seems to shout “Yes!” to poetry, writing, rumination, 
study, and planning. 
It is not the architectural distinctiveness of 126 East Main Street that makes preservation 
important although it does represent the simple clapboard structure that was of a period in 
Gloucester. The historical and cultural significance is well documented, not only on 
registers and maps but also in the memories and writings of generations of writers.  The 
continued use of the building for writing, dialogue, and the poetic inquiry practiced by 
Ferrini and Olson is ensured by an active, dedicated board (see bios), an advisory board 
of writers throughout the United States and Europe who knew Olson and Ferrini, and the 
hundreds of volunteers, donors, education partners and program participants who are part 
of the GWC.  
In fiscal year 2013 (April 1, 2013 through March 31, 2014) the Gloucester Writers Center 
has raised over $80,000.  We have a multi-prong fundraising approach including our 
annual appeal letter, yearly summer gala, cultural events, workshops, and foundation and 
business support.  Other sources of grants include the Bruce J. Anderson Foundation, 
Caldwell Foundation, Essex County Community Foundation, Gloucester Cultural 
Council, Kantor Kallman Foundation, Lobster Cove Foundation, Cape Ann Velo, Bank 
of America Foundation and many local businesses. In June of 2014 we will celebrate our 
fourth year since incorporation and with our track record of sustainable growth and 
community participation we are actively seeking additional revenue through grants. 
 
Project’s Success and Feasibility 
The projects success will be measured by the improvements to the structural integrity and 
cosmetic look of the building, and the enhanced lighting and air flow to the space for our 
reading library, classes, and literary events. We will publically acknowledge the support 
of the Community Preservation Act through our annual report, on-line presence, and 
updates to the community. All necessary city permits will be the responsibility of the 
contractor doing the work.   
Applicant Qualifications: Co-Directors Henry Ferrini and Annie Thomas, as well as 
members of the Board of Directors, William Taylor and Peter Higgins, will help to 
oversee the project. In addition contractor Jay MacLauchlan will continue to serve as an 
advisor on the structural integrity of the building. 



Gloucester	  Writers	  Center	  Application	  2014	   	   8.	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  



Gloucester	  Writers	  Center	  Application	  2014	   	   9.	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Gloucester	  Writers	  Center	  Application	  2014	   	   10.	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Gloucester	  Writers	  Center	  Application	  2014	   	   11.	  

	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  



Gloucester	  Writers	  Center	  Application	  2014	   	   12.	  

City	  Hall	  
Nine	  Dale	  Avenue	  

Gloucester	  MA	  01930	  

	  
City	  of	  Gloucester	  

978-‐283-‐8425	  
pmcgeary@gloucester-‐ma.gov	  

Paul	  McGeary	  City	  Council	  President	  
March	  5,	  2014	  
To	  the	  members	  of	  the	  Community	  Preservation	  Committee:	  
I	  write	  this	  letter	  to	  express	  my	  wholehearted	  support	  for	  the	  application	  being	  
made	  by	  Gloucester	  Writer’s	  Center	  for	  a	  	  grant	  under	  the	  Community	  Preservation	  
Act.	  
The	  Writer’s	  Center	  in	  its	  short	  history	  has	  become	  an	  important	  part	  of	  the	  cultural	  
and	  civic	  fabric	  of	  our	  City.	  Its	  many	  and	  diverse	  programs	  serve	  to	  enhance	  both	  
our	  literacy	  and	  our	  history	  as	  a	  place	  of	  inspiration	  and	  succor	  for	  writers	  from	  
Longfellow	  and	  continuing	  to	  the	  present	  day.	  
The	  building	  itself	  is	  of	  historic	  interest	  as	  the	  former	  home	  of	  renowned	  Gloucester	  
poet	  Vincent	  Ferrini	  and	  is	  worthy	  of	  preservation	  on	  that	  basis	  alone.	  
I	  strongly	  endorse	  their	  application	  and	  encourage	  you	  to	  view	  it	  favorably.	  
Very	  truly	  yours,	  

	  
Paul	  McGeary	  
President	  of	  the	  Gloucester	  City	  Council	  
Ward	  1	  Councilor	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

Peter	  Anastas	  
P.O.	  Box	  211	  
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Gloucester,	  MA	  01931-0211	  
978-283-4582	  

panastas@comcast.net	  
	  

March	  4,	  2014	  
	  

	  
To	  Whom	  it	  May	  Concern:	  
	  
	   It	  gives	  me	  pleasure	  to	  write	  in	  support	  of	  the	  Gloucester	  Writers	  Center’s	  
application	  for	  CPA	  funding	  for	  infrastructure	  repairs	  and	  renovations	  to	  the	  
center’s	  historic	  location,	  former	  Gloucester	  Poet	  Laureate	  Vincent	  Ferrini’s	  home	  at	  
126	  E.	  Main	  Street,	  Gloucester,	  including	  a	  new	  roof,	  chimney	  repairs,	  new	  windows	  
and	  gutters,	  and	  fascia	  replacements.	  	  This	  is	  the	  building	  where	  Ferrini	  lived	  and	  
which	  housed	  his	  famed	  picture	  framing	  business,	  established	  in	  1948.	  	  It	  is	  also	  the	  
location	  where	  poets,	  writers	  and	  visual	  artists	  from	  all	  over	  the	  world	  visited	  
Ferrini	  to	  talk	  about	  their	  art,	  beginning	  in	  the	  1940s	  and	  continuing	  to	  the	  poet’s	  
death	  in	  2007.	  
	  
	   During	  its	  existence	  as	  an	  important	  gathering	  place	  for	  the	  sharing,	  teaching	  
and	  dissemination	  of	  literature,	  the	  Gloucester	  Writers	  center	  has	  continued	  
Ferrini’s	  tradition	  of	  work	  and	  hospitality,	  while	  garnering	  a	  world-‐wide	  reputation,	  
offering	  residencies	  to	  writers	  from	  all	  over	  the	  US	  and	  from	  the	  UK	  and	  Japan,	  who	  
have	  come	  to	  Gloucester	  to	  share	  their	  work	  with	  local	  residents.	  	  The	  center	  has	  
also	  offered	  classes	  and	  workshops	  in	  writing	  for	  Cape	  Ann	  residents	  of	  all	  ages,	  in	  a	  
setting	  which	  continues	  to	  reflect	  the	  life,	  work	  and	  taste	  of	  its	  former	  owner,	  
Vincent	  Ferrini.	  (Much	  of	  the	  Gloucester	  visual	  and	  literary	  art	  highlighted	  in	  last	  
summer’s	  important	  Four	  Winds	  exhibition	  at	  the	  Cape	  Ann	  Museum	  was	  inspired	  
by	  gatherings	  at	  126	  E.	  Main	  Street	  from	  the	  late	  1940s	  to	  the	  1960s).	  
	  
	   In	  order	  for	  the	  center	  to	  continue	  its	  mission	  of	  bringing	  both	  established	  
and	  new	  writers	  to	  Gloucester,	  the	  iconic	  Ferrini	  house	  at	  126	  E.	  Main	  must	  be	  
maintained	  and	  preserved.	  	  Your	  generous	  appropriation	  of	  CPA	  funds	  for	  this	  work	  
will	  guarantee	  that	  the	  center	  can	  continue	  to	  fulfill	  its	  mission	  as	  part	  of	  the	  rich	  
cultural	  and	  artistic	  heritage	  available	  both	  to	  our	  local	  community	  and	  to	  those	  
who	  come	  from	  all	  over	  the	  world	  to	  share	  it	  with	  us.	  
	  
	   Sincerely,	  
	  
	   Peter	  Anastas	  
	   	  
	  
	  
	  
3/10/14	  
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From:	  Rufus	  Collinson	  
10	  Dale	  Avenue,	  Apt	  418	  
Gloucester,	  MA	  01930	  
	  
To	  Whom	  It	  May	  Concern:	  
As	  Gloucester’s	  current	  Poet	  Laureate,	  I	  am	  endlessly	  grateful	  for	  the	  Gloucester	  Writers	  
Center.	  The	  center	  was	  formerly	  the	  home	  of	  poet	  Vincent	  Ferrini.	  He	  purchased	  it	  in	  1948	  
and	  set	  up	  his	  frame	  shop	  there.	  It	  is	  also	  where	  he	  wrote	  many	  of	  his	  books.	  
Although	  Gloucester	  was	  well-‐known	  even	  at	  that	  time	  for	  its	  artists	  and	  painters,	  it	  was	  not	  
recognized	  for	  its	  amazing	  writers.	  
The	  Writers	  Center,	  co-‐founded	  by	  Vincent’s	  nephew	  Henry,	  celebrates	  the	  history	  and	  
current	  gifts	  of	  local	  writers	  and	  hosts	  a	  multitude	  of	  events	  each	  month.	  These	  include	  
open	  mic	  readings	  in	  which	  participants	  read	  from	  their	  own	  works,	  both	  poetry	  and	  fiction.	  
There	  are	  also	  evenings	  in	  which	  guest	  speakers	  share	  from	  their	  published	  works.	  
Additionally,	  the	  center	  hosts	  writing	  programs,	  poetry	  and	  prose,	  for	  both	  children	  and	  
adults.	  It	  truly	  is	  a	  wonderful	  resource	  for	  our	  community.	  	  
	  
This	  house/	  is	  holier/	  than	  a	  temple/	  it	  is	  where/	  I	  live/	  and	  have	  my/	  being	  

this	  house/	  of	  bone/	  and	  blood/	  molded/	  by	  the	  weathers/	  of	  experience/	  is	  all/	  I	  have	  

this	  house	  

after/	  this	  house/	  which	  is	  me/	  only/	  is	  dust/	  I	  will	  be/	  in	  your/	  house.	  

Vincent	  Ferrini	  
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Gloucester Writers Center – Board of Directors 

 

Henry Ferrini, President,  is the co-founder of the Gloucester Writers Center, 
the President of the North Shore Jazz Project and a documentary filmmaker. His 
work has played on PBS and at museums and galleries around the world. His 
films include:  Polis is This: Charles Olson and the Persistence of Place, Poem in 
Action,  a portrait of his uncle Vincent Ferrini and Lowell Blues: the Words of 
Jack Kerouac.  He is developing a new film about the iconic jazz stylist Lester 
Young.  He lives in Gloucester with his wife and son. 

Annie Thomas, Clerk, is the co-founder of Gloucester Writers Center.  Vincent 
Ferrini was her close friend for 37 years and the godfather of her children.  Annie 
brings years of nonprofit management experience to the project, including 
expertise in volunteer coordination and 12 years experience of highly successful 
fundraising as Development Director of Wellspring House, Inc.  She also brings a 
commitment to maintaining the Vincent Ferrini House as a place of hospitality 
and nurture, in his honor. 
 
Peter Higgins, Treasurer, has spent the last 33 years working in the 
manufacturing sector.  He works as the treasurer of Bomco, Inc., a locally owned 
business that primarily supports the aerospace industry.  He has served in the 
past as vice-chair of the Gloucester Conservation Board and has a degree in 
anthropology from Syracuse University. 

Amanda Cook 	  writes, and raises children in Gloucester.  She pieces together a 
life of making things, teaching writing and trying to play the fiddle. 

Wendy Fitting is the Pastor of the Unitarian Universalist Church in Gloucester 
where she has served since 1989, after receiving a Master of Divinity degree from 
Harvard Divinity School.  Prior to entering the ministry she worked for the Mass 
Department of mental health.  She shares with Charles Olson and Vincent Ferrini 
a love of Gloucester and the appreciation of the particularity of place -- a theme 
that is central to her ministry. 

Gregor Gibson is a writer, publisher, and has been an Antiquarian book dealer 
since 1976, specializing in old and rare maritime books, documents, manuscripts 
and ephemera, and in the Literature of Cape Ann, about which he compiled a 
lengthy bibliography in 1979.  His publishing house Ten Pound Books has 
published 30 books, including Vincent Ferrini's autobiography Hermit of the 
Clouds and Peter Anastas’ Maximus to Gloucester.  He is the author of Gone Boy 
(Random	  House), Demon of the Waters (Little Brown) and Hubert’s Freaks 
(Harcourt) as well as numerous small press publications. 
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JoeAnn Hart  lives in Gloucester with her husband and some rescue livestock. She is the 
author of the social satire Addled,(Little, Brown, 2007) and the novel Float, (Ashland 
Creek Press, 2013) which mixes bankruptcy and conceptual art with plastics in the ocean. 
Her work explores the relationship between humans and their environment, natural or 
otherwise. Her short fiction, essays and articles have been widely published, 
including The Boston Globe Magazine, The Sonora Review, Prairie Schooner, and The 
Writers Digest. She holds an undergraduate degree from Harvard Extension and a 
Masters in Literature and Writing from Bennington College. She is the recent chair of the 
Gloucester Unitarian Universalist Church, and past chair of the Gloucester Cultural 
Council. She currently sits on the board of the Cape Ann Farmers Market, as well as the 
Gloucester Writers Center. . 

André Spears is an experimental writer and independent scholar. His most recent 
publication is the bilingual book Translation, published in France in June, 2010. He 
earned a doctorate in Comparative Literature, with an area of concentration in the 
interrelation of literature and archaeology; his dissertation addressed the image of archaic 
Mesoamerica in the writings of Lawrence, Artaud and Olson. Concurrently, he worked as 
a freighter- and tanker-broker, because of family interests in the shipping business. He 
serves as a member of the Board of Directors at Poets House in lower Manhattan. 

 
Kate Colby is an American poet. She graduated from Wesleyan University and with an 
MFA from California College of the Arts. In 1997, she moved to San Francisco and 
worked for several years at Institute for Unpopular Culture as a volunteer.  Fruitlands her 
2007 book of poetry won the Norma Farber First Book Award. In 2008, she moved in 
Providence, Rhode Island, where she teaches and works as an editor.  Her work has 
appeared in Aufgabe, New American Writing, NO: a journal of the arts, and Parthenon 
West Review.  
 
Dorothy Shubow Nelson’s book, The Dream of the Sea. Early poems was published in 
2008.  Her poems have appeared in such journals as Sojourner, The Café Review, 
Rhythm Magazine, atelier, North Shore North, Consequence Magazine, and  Human 
Architecture, The Promise of Poetry in Memories of Mahmoud Darwish, (2009). She 
taught writing and literature at UMass Boston for many years.  She has served as a 
community and labor activist in greater Boston and with the Black Lung Association of 
West Virginia. She was an editor for the East Boston Community News , and edits Union 
News  for the faculty staff union at UMass/Boston. She corresponded with Vincent 
Ferrini and was a close friend for over 35 years. Many of his poems and letters to her are 
archived with the Cape Ann Museum. In 2009 she presented a paper on Charles Olson at 
the Association for the Study of Literature and the Environment Conference.  
 
William Taylor lives in Gloucester and has had a life long interest in art. He has sat on 
the boards of many no-profit organizations in Gloucester.  
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Ammiel Alcalay is a poet, translator, critic, and scholar who teaches at Queens College and the 
CUNY Graduate Center.  His books include After Jews and Arabs, the cairo notebooks, 
Memories of Our Future, from the warring factions, Scrapmetal, and A Little History.   He 
translated Sarajevo Blues and Nine Alexandrias by the Bosnian poet Semezdin Mehmedinovic, 
as well as works of the Syrian poet Faraj Bayraqdar.  He edited  Keys to the Garden: New 
Israeli Writing, the first anthology of 20th century Israeli writing to feature Mizrahi writers.  
Along with Anne Waldman and others, he was one of the initiators of the Poetry Is News 
Coalition, and he organized, with Mike Kelleher, the OlsonNow project. 
 
Shahar Bram is a poet, translator, essayist, and author of Charles Olson, Alfred North 
Whitehead and the Long Poem: An Essay on Poetry. His doctoral dissertation examined the 
impact of Charles Olson and other American poets on major Hebrew poets.  He is senior 
lecturer in Hebrew & Comparative Literature at the University of Haifa.  
 
Andrei Codrescu is a poet, novelist, essayist, and the MacCurdy Distinguished Professor of 
English and Comparative Literature at Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge.  He is the 
editor of  Exquisite Corpse: a Journal of Letters & Life and a regular commentator on National 
Public Radio.  He has received the Romanian Literature Prize, the ACLU Freedom of Speech 
Award, the Ovidius Prize, and the Peabody Award for the film “Road Scholar.”   
 
Fred Dewey is the Executive & Artistic Director of Beyond Baroque, the literary arts center in 
Venice, California.  The center houses a library, a chapbook archive, and is a gathering place 
for writers to develop their voice, find support, build communities, and experiment. It offers a 
program of readings, free workshops, publishing, bookstore, archiving, and education. Dewey 
is also editor of Beyond Baroque magazine and Beyond Baroque Books, the center’s imprint, 
dedicated to emerging, overlooked, out of print, and experimental writing, as well as the history 
and legacy of experimental and alternative writing, poetry, and the arts in Los Angeles. 
 
Diane di Prima is a poet, prose writer, playwright, and teacher.  One of the few female Beat 
writers to attain prominence, she has published 44 books of poetry and prose, including Pieces 
of a Song; Loba: Books I and II; Recollections of My Life as a Woman and the new expanded 
version of Revolutionary Letters. Her work has been translated into over twenty languages.  
She has played a role in a number of experimental literary, artistic, and social movements, 
including Timothy Leary’s psychedelic community in New York. In the late 1960’s she moved 
to California, where she became active in the anarchist theater and community-action 
movement known at the Diggers. In more recent years she has studied Buddhism, Sanskrit, 
Gnosticism and, Alchemy. Diane di Prima is the current Poet Laureate of San Francisco.  
 
Jim Harrison is a poet and the author of novels and  novellas (The Beast God Forgot to Invent, 
Legends of the Fall, The Woman Lit by Fireflies, Julip, The Road Home, Wolf, A Good Day to 
Die, Farmer, Warlock and Dalva), a children’s book, a memoir (Off to the Side), and 
collections of nonfiction (Just Before Dark, and The Raw and the Cooked: Adventures of a 



Gloucester	  Writers	  Center	  Application	  2014	   	   19.	  

Roving Gourmand) .  Winner of a National Endowment for the Arts grant, a Guggenheim 
Fellowship, and the Spirit of the West Award from the Mountains and Plains Booksellers 
Association, his work has been published in 22 languages.  
 
Mark Kurlansky is the author of Cod: A Biography of the Fish That Changed the World, Salt: 
A World History, 1968: The Year That Rocked the World,  The Last Fish Tale: The Fate of the 
Atlantic and Survival in Gloucester, America's Oldest Fishing Port and Most Original Town; 
and Nonviolence: The History of a Dangerous Idea, as well as the novel Boogaloo on 2nd 
Avenue.  Mark Kurlanssky is also a prize-winning food writer. 
 
Michael Rumaker is a graduate of Black Mountain College where he studied with Charles 
Olson and Robert Creeley. He is the author of twelve books, including the memoirs Black 
Mountain Days and Robert Duncan in San Francisco and the novels Pagan Days and The 
Butterfly.   
 
Ed Sanders is a poet, historian and composer.  His manifesto, Investigative Poetry, was 
inspired by Charles Olson, Alan Ginsburg, and William Carlos Williams.  He has received a 
Guggenheim Fellowship in Poetry, a National Endowment for the Arts Fellowship in verse, the 
American Book Award for his collected poems.  His books include Tales of Beatnik Glory; 
1968, A History in Verse; The Poetry and Life of Alan Ginsburg; The Family a history of the 
Charles Manson murder, Chekhov, a biography in verse, and Poems for New Orleans.  He is at 
work on a 9 volume America, a History in Verse, 5 volumes of which have been released.  He 
is also the founder of the satirical folk-rock group The Fugs. 
  
Anne Waldman is a poet, and the cofounder, with Alan Ginsberg, of the Jack Kerouac School 
of Disembodied Poetics at the Naropa Institute in Boulder, Colorado, where she currently 
directs the M.F.A. Writing and Poetics program. Author of  over forty books of poetry, 
Waldman is also  editor of the anthologies The Beat Book and The World Anthology: Poems 
from the St. Mark's Poetry Project, and co-editor of Angel Hair Sleeps With A Boy In My Head 
and Disembodied Poetics: Annals of the Jack Kerouac School. She also translated, with 
Andrew Schelling,  Songs of The Sons & Daughters of Buddha, a book of traditional Buddhist 
scripture originally in Sanskrit and Prakrit. Anne Waldman has received The Dylan Thomas 
Memorial Award, The Poets Foundation Award, The National Literary Anthology Award, and 
The Shelley Memorial Award for poetry.  
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L to R Mario Paolini and Vincent Ferrini outside 126 East Main Street.  That ground 
is now landscaped with two Austrian Pines and a stone sculpture by Martin Ray.  
The gas station is now the Richdale Gas and convenience store. 


